





AlM:

To promote relational democratic schools systems for students’ and parents’ voices

To focus on giving voice to those at risk of early school leaving to understand their school experiences
and how school can further support them

To address bullying prevention through promoting a democratic, relational school climate

To give concrete expression to UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 12

To facilitate dialogue within and between local schools
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PROCESS:

e Questionnaires to hear individual students’ voices about their experiences in school — the individual (at
Risk of early school leaving) needs to be distinguished from the aggregate of students

» Consult key stakeholders on questions to ask: Consult student unions, teachers, parents, Education
ministry officials, shared committees across schools for common discussion of strengths/difficulties

e Start with small number of local schools — late primary and post-primary

* Municipality coordinates the process — Key to have external person to the school administering the
guestionnaires

* Incentives for participating schools — municipality funding for targeted interventions, Quality Mark for
Democratic, Relational Systems

» Feedback given to schools, parents and students

* No individual school identified in feedback to protect confidentiality of student responses and to help
have a frank appraisal of concerns in a less defensive atmosphere
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COORDINATING ROLE OF MUNICIPALITY STAFF MEMBER

* To facilitate consultation sessions over questionnaires with students, principals, teachers, parents,
Education Ministry officials and across school committees

e To be the external independent person administering questionnaires to students across schools
e To analyse and present questionnaires results and voices of individual students

 To facilitate feedback and dialogue sessions on the findings and implications for school system change,
with parents’ focus groups (targeting parents of students at higher risk of early school leaving), teachers’
and principals’ focus groups, students’ focus groups

* To bring together recommendations for system change in schools
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EXAMPLES OF POSSIBLE QUESTIONS:
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