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1. GENERAL RULES

1.1
Award Categories

There are five RegioStars Award categories for 2013:
1. SMART GROWTH: Connecting universities to regional growth
2. SUSTAINABLE GROWTH: Supporting resource efficiency in SMEs
3. INCLUSIVE GROWTH: Social innovation: creative responses to societal challenges
4. CITYSTAR CATEGORY: Integrated approaches to sustainable urban development
5. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION CATEGORY: Promoting EU Regional policy using short videos
1.2 
Applicants
The 273 NUTS-2 regions
 in Europe are eligible for EU structural and Cohesion Fund support from a variety of national, regional or cooperation programmes. Either the Member State or the most relevant structural funds managing authority
 for the national or regional programmes – for the period 2000-2006 or 2007-2013 - may submit a maximum of one entry per category. The designated managing authority of each programme can therefore submit a maximum of five applications.
1.3
How to submit an application form

Applications should be submitted by or with the endorsement the Managing authority (national or regional) responsible for the co-financing decision on behalf of the project leader / developer.  

Applications must be sent to the following e-mail address:
REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu.  

Municipalities or cities wishing to submit an EU co-funded project should seek the endorsement of their relevant managing authority2.  

Applications will be examined by an independent jury taking into account the eligibility and award criteria. Only applications which satisfy the first phase of the evaluation (eligibility) will be admitted to the second phase (pre-selection of finalists/award by the jury). 
See below for further details.

1.4
Deadline 

Applications should be sent no later than 20 April 2012.
1.5 
Contact information

All enquiries should be sent by e-mail to this address: REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu
2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

2.1. 
General eligibility criteria

a) Applications should be sent no later than 20 April 2012 to the following e-mail address: REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu
b) The project has been co-financed under the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund or the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) after 1 January 2000. 

c) Applications must be submitted or endorsed by an EU structural funds managing authority2 for a regional or national programme. (Managing authorities are free to use whatever selection process they deem appropriate to choose their candidates.) 
d) Applications must be made by completing the relevant entry form and be submitted preferably in English (where not possible, in French or German). This will allow the applications to be processed more rapidly.
e) The project description must be clearly related to the selected category.

2.2. 
The specific eligibility criteria for thematic categories 1-4
The project is finalised or is sufficiently advanced (i.e. it can demonstrate progress in the achievement of the original objectives in the region, locality or urban area).
2.3. 
The specific eligibility criteria for category 5
a) The length of the video may not exceed 5 minutes.
b) The video must be free of copy rights, i.e., the author(s) consent(s) to the European Commission using this video for its communication purposes, notably for presentation on the Inforegio website or during conferences. 

3. AWARD CRITERIA

3.1
Award criteria for thematic categories 1-4
a) Innovative character of the project

b) Impact (or expected impact) of the project in terms of initial objectives 

c) Expected sustainability of the project: Evidence could include development towards self-financing or demonstration that the project has or will be part of a succession of projects sequentially funded by other EU financial instruments.
d) Project’s results in enhancing local, regional and interregional partnerships: Evidence could include demonstration that the project was inspired by another region’s project/programme or shared with another region.
3.2
Award criteria for category 5 - Information and communication
a) The video increases the visibility of European Regional policy by: 
· presenting the results of one or several projects

· showing how/why the EU regional policy and its funds support the development strategy of a region, 

· raising awareness about an operational programme / funding opportunities from the ERDF, CF or ESF.

The video has to cover at least one of the above elements.
b) Effective dissemination of the video: 
· How has the video been used in communication activities?
· Was the video part of a communication plan?

· Where was it shown? 
c) Quality and impact of the video:
the video will be judged on its creativity and its ability to interest the viewer.
4. SUPPORTING GUIDANCE ON THE AWARD CATEGORIES 

A general description of the categories and an indication of the projects that could be relevant for meeting the award criteria are presented below.

CATEGORY 1: SMART GROWTH

Connecting universities to regional growth
The Europe 2020 strategy highlights the key role of innovation in contributing to smart growth and meeting societal challenges. In this context, universities
 have a crucial role to play in creating and co-creating knowledge and, increasingly, supporting technology transfer to turn knowledge into business ideas and innovative products and services, in cooperation with research centres and businesses.
There are a range of mechanisms by which universities can contribute to regional innovation systems
. Universities can, for instance, provide advice and services to SMEs and participate in schemes promoting the training and placement of high level graduates in innovative businesses. They can also host incubators for spin-offs in science and technology parks and provided valuable input to innovative clusters and networks.

Improving the contribution of universities to regional innovation and growth by implementing such initiatives requires overcoming barriers, building capacity and implementing partnership and leadership processes and clear commitment from the universities. In a nutshell: interconnecting the partners of the innovation systems.

Projects proposed in this category will ideally include schemes or measures that could inspire public authorities to promote the active commitment of universities in regional growth in the context of the forthcoming regional innovation strategies for smart specialisation.  Project could address the following issues: e.g.:

· Enhancing regional innovation through research activities, consultancy services, innovation vouchers, knowledge transfer partnerships, science and technology parks, research and technology centres;

· Promoting entrepreneurship and business creation among students, graduates and staff: combination of training and business experience, start-ups; 

· University participation in networks and clusters or in the management of intellectual property and promoting international linkages.

CATEGORY 2: SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

Supporting resource efficiency in SMEs
The 'Europe 2020' strategy has set three key priorities. The objective of sustainable growth seeks to promote a more resource efficient, greener and more competitive economy. This is further developed in the flagship initiative on a "Resource efficient Europe". In particular the Commission will promote a substantial programme in resource efficiency (supporting SMEs as well as households) by making use of structural and other funds.

The Communication on 'Regional Policy contributing to sustainable growth in Europe 2020'
 further highlights the key role of resource efficiency in boosting sustainable growth at regional and local level. In this framework, resource efficiency represents a particular opportunity for companies – and especially SMEs - to boost their competitiveness in times where the costs related to the use of energy, water or raw materials are increasingly influential on the bottom line. Increased resource efficiency also helps to protect and preserve the environment and natural resources, not least in tackling climate change.
A wide range of programmes and projects supporting SMEs to improve their resource efficiency (in raw materials, energy, water…) including through new/innovative business models and/or organisational change are being implemented.

Examples of the projects that could be submitted under this category include:

· Business support programmes that help SME to improve their resource efficiency through energy efficiency, recycling and waste prevention;
· The development and/or deployment of new and/or innovative business models by or for SMEs such as for instance 'industrial symbiosis' programmes or 'cradle to cradle' approaches;
· Actions and programmes fostering new, innovative or improved services that boost resource efficiency (leasing services etc…) for SMEs;
· actions to improve the resource efficiency of an SME, in particular;
· Actions and programmes aimed at engaging SMEs in a certification scheme (such as EMAS…) to improve resource efficiency;
· Actions and programmes aimed at developing audits and monitoring on resource efficiency in SMEs.
CATEGORY 3: INCLUSIVE GROWTH

Social innovation: creative responses to societal challenges
Globalisation, climate change and demographic trends (such as ageing population or migration) all have significant societal impacts and are increasing or creating new needs. Many needs have become even more pressing through the consequences of the financial crisis, affecting disproportionately the most vulnerable groups. 
Europe 2020 includes targets of on lifting people out of poverty, raising employment levels and reducing school dropout rates. These objectives can be tackled through social innovation. But social innovation goes further than addressing levels of unemployment or exclusion. Public services (health, care and other (social) services to the citizen) are under pressure to become more efficient, modernise and be closer to the citizens. New approaches can also open new opportunities. 
‘Social Innovations are innovations that are social both in their ends and in their means. Specifically, … social innovations … (are) new ideas (products, services and models) that simultaneously meet social needs (more effectively than alternatives) and create new social relationships or collaborations".

Three broad approaches to social innovation have been identified
:
· Social demand innovations are those innovations that respond to social demands that are traditionally not addressed by the market or existing institutions and are directed towards vulnerable groups in society.
· The societal challenge perspective focuses on innovations for society as a whole through the integration of the social, the economic and the environmental.
· The focus of the systemic change perspective is on major change to be reached through a process of organisational development and changes in relations between institutions and stakeholders.
Social innovations can come from social enterprises, from the public service, from the private or from the third sector.  It can also come from involving citizens.  Social innovation projects under this category could take on of the above perspectives and could include:

· Projects addressing a specific, pressing social need in a novel way, e.g. working actively with the inhabitants of deprived neighbourhoods or communities, or with the homeless, or with families to combat school dropouts;
· Projects promoting care in the community, actively involving the users;

· Support structures and measures for social enterprises: business support measures, incubators or clusters, creating systematic opportunities through social clauses in public procurement… ;
· Initiatives for reform of public services through new collaborative structures with citizens and stakeholders;

"Quadruple helix projects" demonstrating the interaction of knowledge institutions, enterprises, government and civil society. 


CATEGORY 4: CITYSTAR 

Integrated approaches to sustainable urban development

For 20 years the European Commission has supported the funding of integrated approaches to urban development through its URBAN actions, as well as under pilot actions, the URBAN I and II Community initiatives and, more recently, in the wider context of Cohesion Policy's Operational Programmes. 

Such integrated approaches have demonstrated the importance of:

· Integrating the economic, social, environmental, security and transport aspects, including equality of access to education and training opportunities;

· Adopting an integrated territorial approach with links to development strategies for the wider urban area or region;

· Having sufficient critical mass of funding as well as population concerned and associated support structures to facilitate the formulation and implementation of innovative programmes;

· Having strong local partnerships to define challenges, strategy and priorities, allocate resources and monitor and evaluate the strategy; partnerships needed to be wide and include economic and social partners, NGOs and residents’ groupings.

Proposals in this category should demonstrate the merits of the integrated approach.

They may have:
· A spatial focus: urban integrated strategies to tackle a high concentration of economic, environmental and social problems affecting urban areas, or in areas which offer particular opportunities with respect to green, sustainable or smart growth;
· A thematic focus such as urban regeneration in city centres or in given neighbourhoods, while looking at the diverse social, economic, environmental and cultural aspects of urban regeneration;

· A focus on administrative strategies which have been used in order to facilitate vertical and horizontal coordination. Proposals may underline specific mechanisms which have been put into place in order to facilitate dialogue across services in charge of different sectors and across levels of government. Strategies for the involvement of inhabitants or for the building up of strong partnerships may also be considered.

CATEGORY 5: INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION

Promoting EU Regional policy using short videos
For the RegioStars 2013 competition in the area of communication, we are inviting the submission of short video clips, which demonstrate the added value of EU regional policy for the economic, social and territorial development of the regions. 

With programme implementation in the funding period 2007-2013 well under way, many projects have already been completed, and we are looking for videos, which explain how and why the EU regional policy and funds support the development strategy of that region or how a project(s) matter(s) for the citizens living in that region.

We are looking for videos which in an entertaining way (1) present project(s) results in an interesting manner, (2) promote the results of an operational programme or EU regional policy in general or (3) otherwise alert the viewer about the contribution from the European Regional Development Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Social Fund and the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA).
Although high quality productions are welcome, we also encourage the submission of videos produced for the internet only, especially where they are creative with regard to the promotion of EU regional policy in the regions. Videos may also be animations. 
Each Managing authority may submit only one video with a length of max 5 minutes.
� 	NUTS is the � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/splash_regions.html" \t "_blank" �"Nomenclature of Statistical Territorial Units"� a single, coherent system for dividing up the European Union's territory in order to produce regional statistics. 


� 	To find your structural funds managing authority check on RegioAtlas: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm�  In some cases national Managing Authorities delegate responsibility to regional bodies ("Delegated Managing Authorities"). In such cases the delegated Managing Authority may apply.


� The term "university" includes all higher education institutions, in line with the Commission's Communication "Delivering on the modernisation agenda for universities: education, research and innovation" [COM(2006) 208]


� See forthcoming EU Guide "Connecting universities to regional growth", to be made available at end 2011 on the website of the Smart Specialisation Platform: � HYPERLINK "http://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/activities/research-and-innovation/s3_a.cfm" ��http://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/activities/research-and-innovation/s3_a.cfm� 


� 	COM(2011) 17 - 26/01/2011 � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information/communications/index_en.cfm#1" ��http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information/communications/index_en.cfm#1� 


� 	Caulier-Grice, J., Kahn, L., Mulgan, G., Pulford, L. & Vasconcelos, D (2010) Study on Social Innovation: A paper prepared by the Social Innovation eXchange (SIX) and the Young Foundation for the Bureau of European Policy Advisors. Young Foundation/European Union  


� Social Innovation Exchange and Young Foundation 2010 Study on social innovation for BEPA (Bureau of European Policy Advisors).
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