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This presentation 

 

• The Urban Agenda for the EU and its 12 Partnerships 

• Key EU policy areas and concepts for cities 

• European support services and networks for 
engagement by (smaller) cities 

• European Commission Funding                                                  
…and EIB Financing…for cities 

• Comparative EU/OECD observations for Ireland 



Provided by three Regional Assemblies with  DHPCLG support. 

Specialised EU support service for all Local Authorities.  

Wide-ranging monitoring, liaison and guidance to inform and 
facilitate domestic actors' individual and collective understanding of 
and engagement in European initiatives and activities:  

–  Policy Information & Intelligence 

–  EU Funding  

–  Networking, Representation, Promotion & Lobbying  

–  Political Support (Committee of the Regions) 

Only Irish presence among 250+ regional/city representations to EU. 
One of few Irish institutions present in Brussels. 

Staff of 2. 
 

 
 



Funding 

Engagement 

Focus 

Knowledge 

Awareness 



• Market Place of EIP on Smart Cities & Communities  

• Smart Cities Information System 

• Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities  

• ELTIS (urban mobility and related issues) 

• CLIMATE-ADAPT 

• ManagEnergy (local/regional energy efficiency & renewables) 

• BuildUP (Energy Performance of Buildings) 

• EPEC (PPP expertise)  

• Urban Development Network (ERDF beneficiary cities) 

• Startup Europe Regions Network 

• European Investment Project Portal (showcase) and Advisory Hub. 

• INNOVFIN Advisory (H2020 access to RTDI financing) 

• FI-Compass (deploying FIs in ESIFs) 

 

 

EC-backed Platforms/Portals 
  



EIP-SCC 

EC-backed stakeholder collaboration initiative to establish strategic 
partnerships between industry and cities to develop the sustainable 
urban systems and infrastructures of tomorrow. 
 

..by combining ICT, energy and transport management:  
• Energy and climate performance (targets) 
• Improved citizens’ quality of life 
• Increase competitiveness of industry and innovative SMEs 
• help coordinate existing city initiatives/projects, pool resources 
• overcome bottlenecks impeding changeover to smart cities. 
• support demonstration projects…scalable & transferable solutions  
 

Follows/shapes H2020 SCC initiative calls (Lighthouse projects).* 
 

High Level Group (Strategic Implementation Plan) + ‘’Market Place’’ 



Central hub of information (‘’Stakeholder Platform’’) for all those 
active in Smart Cities projects across Europe. 
 
• Develop and implement integrated smart city solutions. 
• Support networking and partnering to accumulate knowledge 

and facilitate exchange of information. 
• Measurable engagement (commitments) 

 
• Action Clusters on 11 specific issues – e.g Sustainable Districts 

and Built Environment; or Integrated Planning & management – 
concepts into solutions. 
 

eu-smartcities.eu 
 



            



Smart Cities Information System 

 

 

 

 
Database of EU smart cities projects showcasing technologies, 
best practices, barriers & solutions, to promote replication. 

 

smartcities-infosystem.eu 

 

http://t.co/9QEAOujyRo
http://t.co/9QEAOujyRo
http://t.co/9QEAOujyRo
http://t.co/9QEAOujyRo




Technical Support 
service to assist from 
public sector actors 
working on energy 
efficiency and 
renewable energy at 
the local and regional 
level. 

• Capacity-building 

• Online exchange 



Main European portal on Urban mobility: 
– Helps to facilitate the exchange of knowledge, experiences 

good practice models, tools and communication channels.  
– Information, Aimed at individuals working in the field of 

transport, as well as in related disciplines, including urban 
and regional development, health, energy and 
environmental sciences. 

– Supports the creation of urban transport systems using 
less energy and producing fewer emissions, while 
improving urban competitiveness and quality of life. 

– Dedicated Mobility Plans hub on how to develop and 
implement Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMPs) 
through integrated planning processes. 
 

 



BUMP - Boosting Urban Mobility Plans 

• Provided small & medium-sized European cities (40-350,000) 
with a training programme to develop Sustainable Urban 
Mobility Plans.  

• Followed-up by knowledge-sharing and coaching programmes to 
help produce and manage the actual SUMPs. 

• Targeted at city planners, environmental and technical officers.  

• Urban and peri-urban contexts.  

www.bump-mobility.eu/ 

 

 

 

                        Project: 
  

http://www.bump-mobility.eu/
http://www.bump-mobility.eu/
http://www.bump-mobility.eu/




Local Pledges: 
• Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (SECAPs…6000+)  
• Covenant on Demographic Change 
• Green Digital Charter 

 

Competitions/Prizes: 
• Green Capital and Green Leaf (Galway 2017) 
• Entrepreneurial Region (EER) (Kerry 2011) 
• iCapital 
• AER Regional Innovation Award 
• ManagEnergy Award 
• Sustainable Energy Europe Award 
• European Enterprise Promotion Awards 
• Capitals of Biodiversity 
• Access City Award 
• Europa Nostra Award (cultural heritage) 

 
 

Pledges & Awards 



Covenant of Mayors 

Mitigation 2020 targets: Mitigation 2030 targets: 



Green Digital Charter 

• Committing cities to work together to improve quality of life 
through digital solutions – notably in tackling climate change . 

• More ICT-led energy efficiency in areas such as buildings, 
transport and energy.  

• Includes encouraging reduced carbon footprint from ICT  itself. 
 



 
 

• Strategic knowledge support and exchange platform on tackling 
urban development issues.  

• Bridging urban policy, research and practice. 
• Demand-driven approach based on the needs of urban 

practitioners and policymakers.  
• Topics of focus include small and medium-sized urban areas and 

multilevel urban governance. 
• Over 5000 case studies, research results, policy documents, 

topical dossiers, expert opinions etc.  
• Policy Labs bringing European knowledge to a local context. 
• Support to Council Presidencies (e.g. on Urban Agenda) 
• 10 MS (not Ireland, currently), EUROCITIES, URBACT and EC. 
• Close relationship with EP URBAN Intergroup  
www.eukn.org/ 

 

http://www.eukn.org/
http://www.eukn.org/




Local/Regional Networking in Europe 

• Communities of like-minded regions, cities etc. 

• Exchange, learning and dissemination platforms. 

• Foundation for future collaboration/projects (inside track). 

• Exercise collective influence on policy. 

• Boost profile in relation to specific themes. 

• Membership and subscription-based. 

• Need to justify time, effort and expense involved.  

• Uptake from Irish LG sector is comparatively low. 

 
 

 



Territorial umbrella associations 

 

 



Council of European Municipalities & Regions.  

• National associations of local and regional governments (LGMA). 

• Influencing European policy and legislation in all areas having an 
impact on municipalities and regions. 

• Providing a forum for debate among LRAs. 
 

5 themes affecting all aspects of the lives of citizens and LRAs: 

• Governance, democracy and citizenship 

• Environment, climate and energy 

• International engagement and cooperation 

• Economic, social and territorial cohesion 

• Local and regional public services management 

Irish involvement: LGMA                                 www.ccre.org/ 

 

 

http://www.ccre.org/


• Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 

• Lobby/think-tank campaigning for a more balanced development.  

• Focuses mainly on social, economic and territorial Cohesion*; 
energy and climate change; maritime policies and blue growth; 
and accessibility.  

• Structure includes 6 Geographical Commissions (Europe’s 
maritime basins), including for the Atlantic Arc. 

• Irish involvement: Northern & Western Regional Assembly  

 

www.cpmr.org/ 

 

http://www.cpmr.org/
http://www.cpmr.org/


The largest independent network of regions in wider Europe, 
enabling policy development, exchange and inter-regional 
cooperation across 3 committees: 

– Economy and Regional Development 

– Social Policy and Public Health 

– Culture, Education and Youth 

 

Irish involvement: Donegal County Council 

 

www.aer.eu  

http://www.aer.eu/
http://www.aer.eu/


Reinforcing the important role that meeting the challenges of 
local (urban) governments should play in shaping EU policy and 
legislation across six thematic fora: 

• Culture 

• Economic Development (…incl IUD and Metropolitan areas) 

• Environment 

• Knowledge Society 

• Mobility 

• Social Affairs 

Irish involvement: Dublin City Council www.eurocities.eu/ 

‘’Observer’’ membership available to smaller cities! 

 

http://www.eurocities.eu/




                   Project: 

QUEST - Quality management tool for Urban Energy efficient 
Sustainable Transport 

• Developed to help small and medium-sized cities to set up 
and further develop sustainable mobility policies and actions.  

• Certified audit towards tailor-made improvements. 

• Supported partner cities in making real progress towards a 
more sustainable urban transport system, and helped them to 
find solutions for achieving the desired goals. 

 
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/projects/en/projects/quest 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/projects/en/projects/quest


Networks for our second-tier cities? 
 

 



 

50,000 – 250,000 population centres! 



Eurotowns @                      2016  

Workshop 'Medium-sized cities: An opportunity for sustainable 
inward investment and enterprise growth in a global economy‘ 

– Sustainable urban-planning developments’ importance to 
attracting investments  

• Reggio-Emilia: Strategies and good practices to sustain local 
economic development through innovation, knowledge and 
creativity. 

• Schiedam: Waterfront development strategies and sustainable 
ports (governance innovation). 

• Sabadell: Using a Smart Specialisation Strategy as a tool to 
attract investments ('Innovation and Design for Industry‘). 

• Solingen: Innovative, cost-effective solutions in sustainable 
urbanisation…how to use innovative climate protection 
processes as a spur for the local economic cycle.  
 
 



• Peri-urban regions network. 

• Challenges and opportunities relating to places where the 
urban and rural overlap to help ensure understanding and 
recognition. 

• Complex web of relationships and inter-dependencies 
between these areas and their urban centres. 

• New Horizon 2020 project: ROBUST…to  identify and promote 
policies, governance models and practices that foster 
mutually-beneficial relations and synergies to maximise 
creation of rural jobs and value-added. 

 



• Platform for the exchange of knowledge, expertise and 
experience on metropolitan affairs, and joint action on 
issues of common interest.  

• Contributes the metropolitan dimension to policies, 
programmes and projects on a European scale.  

• 50+ Members. Mainly large cities but also: 
• South Coast England cluster 
• Oradea, Western Romania (250,000) 

• Member Abstracts provide interesting insight into very 
varied approaches to spatial planning and development 
across Europe.  

www.eurometrex.org/ 
 

http://www.eurometrex.org/


 

 

• Innovative Urban Policy:  
• Regeneration 
• Buildings 
• Urban-rural 
• Revitalisation 
• Smart Cities 
• Digital Agenda 

• Creative Cities 
• Social Innovation for employment 

and entrepreneurship 
• Green Cities & Blue Growth  
• Atlantic Strategy & Macro-regions. 

 
http://atlanticcities.eu 
Member: Cork City Council 

http://atlanticcities.eu/


• Emerging from European Sustainable Cities & Towns 
Campaign (Aalborg Charter, 1994). 

• Supported by ICLEI network. 
• Focuses on the uptake of The Basque Declaration - New 

Pathways for European Cities and Towns to create productive, 
sustainable and resilient cities for a liveable and inclusive 
Europe (2016). 

• Information hub for local govts, organisations and interested 
individuals working on issues around sustainable cities.  

• One-stop shop for any local community trying to find the right 
entry door for engaging in sustainability action.  

• Includes the Transformative Actions Database, which presents 
existing transformative actions in line with the Basque 
Declaration as good practice. 
 

www.sustainablecities.eu/ 
 

http://www.sustainablecities.eu/


•Advanced manufacturing & 
nanotech 
•BioEconomy 
•Blue Growth 
•Design & Creativity 
•Energy & Climate Change 
•Health  
•ICT 
•Innovation & Investment 
•Opening Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•Policy 
•Smart Cities, Regions &     
  Communities  
•Smart Specialisation 
•Tourism 
•Transport 
•Water 
 
Member: Cork County Council. 
www.errin.eu 

Supporting regions in developing their collaborative and open 
regional innovation ecosystems to enhance research and 
innovation capacity (15 Working Groups): 

http://www.errin.eu/


• (not EU) 

• FIWARE (open cloud infrastructure) 

• Interoperability. 

• Standards. 

• Avoid vendor lock-in. 

• Comparability. 

• DSM tie-ins 

• 4 Irish cities 

www.oascities.org 

 

http://www.oascities.org/


Irish LA engagement with EU 
• Post-BREXIT future – ‘’at the heart of Europe’’? 

• Is Ireland – especially broad local government sector – sufficiently 
engaged in various initiatives? 

• Entirely reactive…or contribute to shape direction (incl of €€€)? 

• Width or depth (areas of focus)?  

• Structures & resources: local, regional, system-wide? 

• Formal tie-ins with policy (CoR)? 

• Feeding into more urban-focussed policy-making? 

• Responses to policy consultations? 

• Monitoring developments ‘’under radar’’. 

• Membership of European networks? 

• Access to (and targeted use of) knowledge. 



@IrishRegions_EU 

http://www.iro.ie/documents/IRO_brochure_2008_001.pdf
mailto:ronan.gingles@iro.ie
mailto:ronan.gingles@iro.ie

